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This research paper is proposed to analyze single parenthood problems which 
represented by character of Baba in the novel entitled The Kite Runner by using individual 
psychological approach. This research uses a qualitative research. There are two types of data 
source namely, the primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is The Kite 
Runner novel written by KhaledHosseini. The secondary data sources are the materials which 
related to this research such as dictionary, books, and websites. The technique of collecting 
data in this research are reading, determining the character will be analyzed, taking notes of 
important points, and drawing conclusion. Based on the analysis of structural elements of the 
novel and individual psychology, the researcher draws the conclusions as the following. First, 
based on the structural elements of the novel, it shows that character and characterization, 
setting, plot, point of view, theme, and style are the unity which cannot be separated because 
these have relation one and others. So, these elements make the novel be interesting to be 
read. Second, based on the analysis of individual psychology, the author represents about the 
life of single parenthood. It shows some challenges which faced by a single parent such as 
economic problem, social problem, and personal restraint. 
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Penelitian ini diusulkan untuk menganalisis berbagai masalah orang tua tunggal 
yang diwakili oleh karakter Baba dalam novel yang berjudul The Kite Runner dengan 
menggunakan pendekatan pskiologis individu. Penelitian ini menggunakan penelitian 
kualitatif. Pada penelitian ini ada dua macam sumber data yaitu data primer dan sekunder. 
Data primer berasal dari novel The Kite Runner yang ditulis oleh Khaled Hosseini. Data 
sekunder berasal dari materi-materi yang berhubungan dengan penelitian ini seperti kamus, 
buku, dan situs web. Teknik pengumpulan data pada penelitian ini adalah dengan membaca, 
menentukan karakter yang akan dianalisis, mencatat poin-poin penting, dan menarik 
kesimpulan. Berdasarkan analisis dari elemen-elemen struktural novel dan psikologi individu, 
peneliti dapat menyimpulkan seperti berikut. Pertama, berdasarkan elemen-elemen struktural 
novel, penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa karakter dan karakterisasi, seting, alur, sudut 
pandang, tema, dan gaya bahasa adalah sebuah kesatuan yang tidak dapat dipisahkan karena 
elemen-elemen tersebut mempunyai hubungan antara satu dengan lainnya. Jadi, elemen-
elemen itu membuat novel ini menarik untuk dibaca. Kedua, berdasarkan analisis psikologi 
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individu, penulis novel ini menunjukkan kehidupan orang tua tunggal. Pada penelitian ini 
menunjukkan beberapa tantangan yang harus dihadapi oleh orang tua tunggal seperti masalah 
ekonomi, masalah sosial, dan penahanan diri. 
 
Kata kunci: Orang Tua Tunggal, Tantangan Orang Tua Tunggal, Pendekatan Individu 
Psikologi 
 
1  Introduction 
1.1  Background of the Study 
Usually a family consists of a father, a mother, and a child or more. 
However, this condition is not always like that. There are some families that 
consist of single parents who keep striving in raising their child or children. 
There are some causes that single parenthood can be happened in some 
families. Entry into single parenthood primarily results from divorce, 
widowhood, or abandonment (Pickhardt 1996: 1). 
Being a single parent is not as easy as imagined. There are some 
challenges that must be faced of being single parenthood economically and 
psychologically. Challenges for single parent households often include 
economic vulnerability, isolation, and feelings of guilt (Caselman and Hill 
2014: 20). Besides that, the role of being single parenthood had suddenly 
changed. Immediately, his or her role can become dramatically altered as a 
host of demands, as caretaker and supporter (Pickhardt 1996: 1).  
The Kite Runner novel written by Khaled Hosseini is one of the 
famous novels among the Afghan-American writers. It was first published in 
2003 by Riverhead Books, and republished in 2013 by Bloomsbury as the 
tenth anniversary edition. It became an international bestseller and beloved 
classic, sold in at least seventy countries, and spending more than a hundred 
weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. It was adapted into an 




The outline of the novel tells about family, friendship, betrayal, love, 
and redemption. Amir, a Pashtun and Sunni Muslim boy had betrayed his 
loyal servant named Hassan, a Hazara, Shi’a, and harelipped boy. It was 
because of a tragedy after the kite fighting tournament. He did it because of 
he felt ashamed and guilty of it. Besides, he also did it because he envied to 
Hassan. He felt his father, Baba who was a single parent, loved Hassan more 
than he loved him. Amir and Baba fled Afghanistan to America in 1980s. 
They continued their lives in there. Amir slowly forgot his past while Baba 
struggled in fighting his cancer. Shortly, after Amir married Soraya, Baba 
passed away. However, Baba had given the best for Amir’s life. One day in 
June 2001, Rahim Khan, Baba’s best friend and business partner in 
Afghanistan, called him from Pakistan, asking him to come there. In 
Pakistan, a big secret revealed. Rahim Khan told him that actually Hassan 
was Baba’s son and Amir’s half-brother. He asked Amir to atone his and 
Baba’s sin by picking up Sohrab from Afghanistan to Pakistan. Sohrab was 
Hassan’s son who lived in a house in Wazir Akbar Khan district where 
Assef, one of the Taliban members who was a psychopath and pedophile 
lived. His journey of picking up Sohrab reunited him to his old enemy, 
meeting Assef. Finally, Amir adopted Sohrab and brought him lived in 
America with Soraya.  
There are three reasons which make the researcher choose this novel 
to be analyzed. The first reason is this novel has good moral values such as 
respecting and appreciating people. The second reason is the struggle of 
Afghan people in fighting of Russian and Taliban invasion. The last reason 
is the struggle of being single parent which becomes the reason of this study 
proposed. Single Parenthood has problems which have to be faced such as 
economy, social, and personal restraints.  
The researcher uses individual psychological approach to analyze this 
novel. This approach is appropriate to discuss single parenthood. The 
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researcher uses this approach to see and analyze single parenthood problem 
or challenges which faced by one of the characters in this novel. So, the 
researcher gives the title of this research Single Parenthood Reflected at 
The Kite Runner Novel by Khaled Hosseini (2003): An Individual 
Psychological Approach. 
 
1.2  Literature Review 
There are some researches which using The Kite Runner novel and 
film found in some universities including Muhammadiyah University of 
Surakarta.  
The first research entitles “The Issue of Cultural Identity in Khaled 
Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” written by Nina Farlina from State Islamic 
University “SyarifHidayatullah” Jakarta, published in 2008. It uses 
qualitative descriptive method and the concept of cultural identity theory 
proposed by Stuart Hall. The conclusions of the research are firstly, Amir, a 
Pashtun and Sunni Muslim, the majority ethnic group in Afghanistan, 
believes he is a better class than the Hazaras, the minority ethnic group in 
Afghanistan who follow Shia sect of Islam. Secondly, the different ethnics 
and inter-religions create civil war, ethnic conflict, and inter-religion 
conflict. 
The second research entitles “Social and Moral Responsibility in 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner: Sociological Approach” written by 
AnisKurilah from Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, published in 
2009. It uses qualitative method and sociological approach proposed by Tom 
Burns and Elizabeth (1973). The conclusions of the research are firstly, Amir 
was afraid to be Hassan’s true friend because he was jealous of his father’s 




The third research entitles “An Analysis of Main Characters in 
Khaled Hosseini’s Novel: The Kite Runner” written by LidyawatiSinambela 
from University of North Sumatera, published in 2009. It uses library 
research method and literature theory proposed by Rene Wellek and Austin 
Warren. The conclusion of the research is the characteristic of the major 
characters are various because of influenced by some factors. 
The fourth research entitles “The Psychological Factors of The 
Disharmony between Amir and Hassan as Portrayed in Khaled Hosseini’s 
The Kite Runner” written by Yudi Fatriawan from Ahmad Dahlan 
University, published in 2009. It uses descriptive qualitative method and 
psychological approach proposed by Abraham Maslow and theory of 
psychology of literature proposed by Subhan (2003). The conclusions of the 
research are firstly, revealing the characterization of Amir and Hassan. 
Secondly, concerning a conflict between them. Thirdly, finding the 
psychological factors cause the disharmony between them. 
The fifth research entitles “Amir’s Redemption in The Kite Runner 
Movie Directed by Marc Foster: A Human Psychological Approach” written 
by Ahmad Muhsin from Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, published 
in 2010. It uses qualitative method and humanistic psychology theory 
proposed by Maslow. The conclusion of the research is Amir redeems to his 
close friend, Hassan. Particularly the person’s bad character and experience 
can open the way to transform the idea of redemption. 
The sixth research entitles “Amir’s Personality Development in 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner (2003): A Psychological Approach” 
written by Sentot Joko Mulyono from Muhammadiyah University of 
Surakarta, published in 2010. It uses qualitative method and psychological 
theory proposed by Erik Hamburger Erikson. The conclusion of the research 
is Amir’s personality development is influenced by two factors, internal and 
external. Internal means the crisis he faced in stages from infancy period to 
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adulthood period. External factors mean family, ethnic and culture, gender, 
and intimacy.  
The seventh research entitles “A Study of Amir’s Disloyalty to 
Friendship with Hassan as Seen in Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” 
written by RobertusVembryMahartantyo from Sanata Dharma University, 
published in 2010. It uses library research method and psychological 
approach proposed by Sigmund Freud. The conclusions of the research are 
firstly, the relationship between Amir and Hassan can be categorized into 
three, the first is between a master and a servant, the second id between a 
Pashtun and a Hazara, the last is between friends. Secondly, there are two 
factors which trigger Amir to be disloyal. These are family and social 
factors. The family factors reveal Hassan’s true position in Amir’s family 
and Baba’s treatment to Amir and Hassan. The social factors discuss how the 
general traits of the Pashtuns and the Hazaras are, how the Sunni and Shi’a 
in Afghanistan like, and how the socialization among the Pashtuns and the 
Hazaras happened. 
The eighth research entitles “The Context of Situation Analysis on 
Khaled Hosseini’s Novel The Kite Runner” written by EndahKumalasari 
from State Islamic Studies Institute (STAIN) Salatiga, published in 2010. It 
uses qualitative method and the nature of the social action (field, tenor, and 
mode) theory proposed by Halliday and Hassan (1985). The conclusions of 
the research are firstly, the field of the book was about humanity including 
brotherhood, love, friendship, treason, loyalty, expiation of sin, and 
suffering. Secondly, the tenor was between the boss and the servant, which 
had unequal power, frequent contact, and high affective involvement. 
Thirdly, the node was in written form, using informal language with same 
characteristics of it. 
The ninth research entitles “An Analysis of Intrinsic Elements in 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” written by Khalid Mawardi Sarigih, 
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published in 2011. It uses qualitative method and the intrinsic elements 
theory proposed by Harper Lee. The conclusion of the research is the writer 
finds racism is one of the dominant themes of the novel. It can be analyzed 
and supported by other intrinsic elements such as character, plot, setting, 
style, and point of view. 
The tenth research entitles “The Impact of Conflicts as Reflected in 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini” written by Tomi Wardana from 
Andalas University, published in 2011. It uses qualitative method and theory 
of literature sociology proposed by Alan Swingwood. The conclusions of the 
research are firstly, Afghanistan people lost their family members either 
because of separated or killed in conflict. Secondly, they lived in poverty 
because of their properties and homes have destroyed during conflict. 
Thirdly, trauma caused by depressed for conflict. Fourthly, the occurrence of 
alteration of culture after or during the conflict. The last is the evacuation of 
refugees to neighboring countries as an effort to find more secure places. 
The eleventh research entitles “The Concept of Masculinity Based on 
Pashtunwali Revealed in the Character of Baba and the Setting in Khaled 
Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” written by Grace Melia Kristanto from Sanata 
Dharma University, published in 2011. It uses library research method and 
socio-cultural historical approach propsed by Barbara Rogoff (1990). The 
conclusions of the research are firstly, the results of analysis show that the 
character of Baba and the setting reveal the concept of masculinity based on 
Pashtunwali that Baba’s characteristics which are determined, success-
oriented, courageous, hospitable, and generous. Secondly, the setting reveals 
torah, melmastya, ghayrat, and namus. It also reveals the codes in 
Pashtunwali and the concept of masculinity believed among the Afghans. 
The twelfth research entitles “Hazara’s Discrimination Reflected in 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner Novel (2003): A Sociological 
Approach” written by NurSyifa’ Fuadina from Muhammadiyah University 
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of Surakarta, published in 2013. It uses qualitative method and sociological 
approach proposed by Tom Burns and Elizabeth (1973). The conclusions of 
the research are firstly, Khaled Hosseini wants to express his idea about 
ethnic discrimination. It can be seen from Pashtun as a respected person by 
Afghanistan people but Hazara gets the bad treatment or discrimination in 
their life. Secondly, there are differences between Pashtun and Hazara in 
getting equality in many social aspects based on sociological analysis. 
Khaled Hosseini wants to show that the ethnic discrimination is shown by 
the Pashtuns who become the boss and Hazaras as a Pashtun’s servant. 
The thirteenth research entitles “A Study of the Main Character’s 
Personality Leading to His Betrayal in Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” 
written by DwiUmiRosatin from University of Jember, published in 2013. It 
uses inductive method and personality theory (Id, Ego, and Superego) 
proposed by Sigmund Freud. The conclusions of the research are firstly 
Amir’s betrayal is caused by his jealousy because it has close relation with 
personality theory especially Id and Superego. Secondly, he ignores his Ego 
because he tries to fulfill his ambition to get his father’s love and attention. 
The last is he sacrifices Hassan based on his Id because he tries to fulfill his 
Id and Superego to get his ambitions and erase his guilt. 
The fourteenth research entitles “Amir’s Anxiety and Motive in 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” written by AjengPancar Tamara from 
Dian Nuswantoro University, published in 2013. It uses library research 
method and psychological approach proposed by Sigmund Freud. The result 
of the research shows Amir as a caring, inferior, coward, optimistic, anxious, 
selfish, careless, sly, and patient person after Amir experiencing both 
internal and external conflict. 
The fifteenth research entitles “An Analysis of Textual Equivalence 
in Indonesian Translated Version of Khaled Hosseini’s Novel The Kite 
Runner” written by NurRohmawatiWaji from Halu Oleo University, 
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published in 2015. It uses descriptive method and uses theory of translation 
cohesion propsed by Mona Baker (1992) and supported by theory of English 
Cohesion by Halliday and Hassan (1976). The conclusion of the research is 
in some types of cohesion there are similarities in both English and 
Indonesian, and the cohesion devices are relating the unity of the text. 
The last research entitles “Foreignisation and Domestication 
Ideologies in Bahasa Indonesia Translation of the Culture-Specific Items in 
Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” written by Deni Rikwanto from State 
University of Yogyakarta, published in 2015. It uses descriptive qualitative 
method and uses CSI theory proposed by Baker, types of CSI propsed by 
Newmark, and the translation strategies proposed by Davies (2003). The 
conclusions of the research are firstly, the qualities of the CSI translation, in 
term of the accuracy of the CSIs translation as many as 76 data (98.7%) are 
accurate, 1 datum (1.3%) is less accurate, and there are not found inaccurate 
data. Secondly, in terms of acceptability, 15 data (19.5%) are acceptable, 12 
data (15.6%) are less acceptable, and 50 data (64.9%) are unacceptable. The 
last is in terms of readability, 15 data (19.5%) are readable, 40 data (51.9%) 
are less readable, and 22 data (28.6%) are unreadable. 
Beside from some universities in Indonesia, the researcher finds the 
research from ProQuest too. The first research entitles “The Afghan 
Experience: An Exploratory Study of Societal Realities through the Lenses 
of Afghan Diasporic Literary Works” written by Mir Hekmatullah Sadat 
from Claremont Graduate University and San Diego University and 
published in 2006. It uses conductive method and sociological literature 
theory proposed by Echo (2004), Bree (1964), Hall (1979), and Inglis 
(1938). The conclusions of that research are firstly, Afghan Diasporic writers 
serve as proxies for Afghan writers who lived in Afghanistan during the dark 
period of Afghanistan history (1992-2002). The primary sources used in the 
study included The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini and three collections of 
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short stories, Dar Goriz Gom Mishawin (In Flight We Disappear), Faqat 
Dar Kabul Ba Safa Ast (New Year’s is Only Genuine in Kabul), and Inak 
Danmark (This is Denmark) by Muhammad Asef Soultanzadeh. Secondly, 
Viewd collectively, Khaled Hosseini and Muhammad Asef Soultanzadeh 
cover the range of pre-war (April 1978) and war-time (1978-2001) 
Afghanistan, immigrant and refugee experiences, and diasporic life in 
Europe, Iran, Pakistan, and the United States. Thirdly, Khaled Hosseini’s 
work mostly reflects pre-war Afghan-society, Afghan immigrant issues in 
the U.S. and focuses mostly on Afghan sociocultural issue. Fourthly, 
Soultanzadeh’s work deals with a war-time Afghan society, Afghan refugee 
issues in Iran, Afghan immigrant issues in Europe, and foucuses mostly on 
sociopolitical issues such as war, poverty, and ethnic hate crimes. Fifthly, 
both authors are of Afghan-origin, have lived in Afghanistan, and migrated 
in their youth during the 1980s. Both authors write as immigrants in the 
Afghan Diaspora. Sixthly, In the Hosseini’s case, The Kite Runner, unveils 
the real face and deep-rooted issues of Afghanistan through personal 
experience, historical facts, and fiction. The last is In writing the novel, 
Hosseini broke the sociocultural taboo by explicitly addressing the specific 
historical truth concerning gender and ethnic realities in the Afghan 
experience, resulting mainly from repressive rules and norms. 
The second research entitles “Multicultural Ways of Knowing: 
Reading THE KITE RUNNER in A Grade 11 Class” written by Mary Mallik 
from Lakehead University and published in 2010. It uses qualitative method 
and multicultural education theory proposed by Banks (2008), Diaz (1992), 
Gosh (2002), and Nieto (2005). The conclusions of that research are firstly, 
Students’ experiental modes of engagement and respons evoked intertextual 
connections that contributed to an empathized understanding of the lives of 
the characters embedded in the textual world of THE KITE RUNNER, and, 
in the process, made them aware of their own culture and tradition. 
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Secondly, The role of the teacher as facilitator was critical in scaffolding 
students’ understanding. Her role as a co-learner along with the dialectical 
relation between the curriculum as plan and curriculum-in-use (Aoki, 2005), 
and promoted understanding of complex ethnic issues in a multi-cultural text 
and enabled students to make self-world connections.    
The third research entitles “Looking for Home in the Islamic 
Diaspora of Ayaan Hisri Ali, Azar Nafisi, and Khaled Hosseini” written by 
Rachel Blumental from Northwestern University and published in 2012. 
Theory and method which are used in that research do not be mentioned. 
The conclusions of that research are firstly, Hirsi Ali queries the status of 
women within Islam in the film Submission, her book, The Cage Virgin, and 
her autobiography, Infidel. Secondly, Nafisi and Hosseini trouble the notion 
of "homeland" as it relates to female Arab and Muslim Diaspora.  
The last research from ProQuest entitles “In the Wake of Pure Farsi-
Muslim Culture and Ideology through Translating Anthems in THE KITE 
RUNNER” written by Amin Amir Dabbaghian and Sanaz Solmany from 
Islamic Azad University published in 2015. It uses descriptive-analytical 
method and the theory of model for poetry translation at both textual and 
extra-textual proposed by Vahid Dastjerdi’s (2008). The conclusion of that 
research is about stanza and alliteration in poems and anthems. 
Based on the some literature reviews above, there is no research 
which relates with single parenthood concerned with individual 
psychological approach. So, the writer is able to analyze Baba’s character by 
using individual psychological approach proposed by Alfred Adler. 
1.3  Problem Statement 
The problem statements of this research are how single parenthood 
reflected in The Kite Runner novel (2003) written by Khaled Hosseini based 
on individual psychological approach is and how single parenthood reflected 
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in The Kite Runner novel (2003) written by Khaled Hosseini based on 
structural elements of the novel is.  
1.4  Limitation of the Study 
The limitation of this research is focused on the analysis of single 
parenthood reflected at The Kite Runner novel (2003) written by Khaled 
Hosseini. 
1.5 Underlying Theory 
1.5.1 Individual Psychology 
1.5.1.1 Notion of Individual Psychology 
Individual psychology, according to Adler, is a science that 
attempts to understand the experiences and behavior of each person 
as an organized entity (Ryckman 2008: 78). Individual psychology, 
developed by Alfred Adler, is a holistic approach to therapy which 
stresses social interest, style of life, responsibility, superiority and 
inferiority, and relationships Mosak in (Corsini & Wedding 2005: 
52). 
1.5.1.2 Basic Assumption of Individual Psychology 
1.5.1.2.1 Inferiority Feeling and Compensation 
Inferiority feeling has often been defined as a low self 
concept or self-esteem (Slavik and Carlson 2006: 366). Then, 
the compensation can be defined as a motivation to overcome 
inferiority and to strive for higher levels of development 
(Schultz and Schultz 2013: 111). 
1.5.1.2.2 Striving for Superiority 
Striving for superiority happens because of inferiority 
feeling. Ironically, striving for superiority begins with the 
feeling of inferiority (Burger 2005: 97). From these 
explanations above, striving for superiority can be concluded 
that everyone needs a strong motivation to achieve the 
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perfection of life. Schultz and Schultz (2013: 113) states, 
“Striving for superiority is the urge toward perfection or 
completion that motivates each of us.” 
1.5.1.2.3 Creative Self 
The creative self in Adler theory is the self-aware part 
of personality that organizes goal-seeking efforts (Nevid 2009: 
486).  
1.5.1.2.4 Social Interest 
Human being is social creature. As the social creature, 
they must interact with others. Social interest is an Adlerian 
concept that refers to individuals’ sense of being part of human 
community and their attitudes toward others (Smith 2012: 80). 
1.5.1.2.5 Fictional Finalism 
The related concept of fictional finalism is based on the 
writings of the philosopher Hans Vaihinger, who maintained in 
The Philosophy of “As-If”, that people create the ideas that 
guide their behavior (Ryckman 2008: 79). Adler believed that 
our goals are fictional or imagined ideals that cannot be tested 
against reality. So, fictional finalism can be described as the 
idea that there is an imagined or potential goal that guides our 
behavior (Schultz and Schultz 2013: 114). 
1.5.1.2.6 Style of Life 
Adler’s concept of a style of life refers to the unique 
way that each person seeks to express the universal desire to 







1.5.2 Single Parenthood Theory 
1.5.2.1 Notion of Single Parenthood 
According to Yarber and Sharp (2010: 1), single-parent 
families, at least historically, had been most often formed as a result 
of widowhood, with many single-parent families being formed as a 
result of the death of mother during childbirth or the death of  father 
in relation to occupational accidents or wars. Shortly, the definition 
of single-parent families is families where there is no another parent 
available (Caselman and Hill 2014: 20). 
1.5.2.2 Challenges of Single Parenthood 
Being a single-parent must be able to face the problems in 
his or her family. The single-parent family is likely to encounter 
several challenges because of economic, social, and personal 
restraints (Bowden and Greenberg 2010: 22). There are some 
challenges which must be faced by single parenthood: 
1.5.2.2.1 Economic Problem 
Single parenthood families usually face economic 
problem. They do not have a partner to help in increasing their 
income. So, they must be able to adjust their income. 
Economically, single-parent families often have to adjust to a 
lower level of income (Bowden and Greenberg 2010: 22).  
1.5.2.2.2 Social Problem 
A single parent has to share his or her time to work and 
take care of children. It can affect his or her social life such as 
interacting with other people, spending time with his or her 
friends, and so on. Bowden and Greenberg (2010: 22) said, 
“Sources of social support for the single-parent may find it 
difficult to maintain social relationships as a result of time and 
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economic restraints. Balancing the family, the job, and the 
details of everyday life leave less time for the single-parent to 
focus on people and events outside the home.”  
1.5.2.2.3 Personal Restraints 
A single parent must face their difficult time in his or her 
life. Loneliness, anxiety, loss, and so on will be felt by a single 
parent. The single-parent may have to overcome feelings of 
inadequacy, guilt, anxiety, grief, or loneliness that accompany 
any major life event, loss or transition (Bowden and Greenberg 
2010: 22).  
2  Research Method 
There are five methods in this research. The first is determining type of 
this study by using qualitative research. The second is determining object of the 
study by using single parenthood reflected at The Kite Runner novel by Khaled 
Hosseini (2003) as the object of this study. The third is type of the data sources 
which includes primary and secondary data sources. In this research, primary 
data source is The Kite Runner novel by Khaled Hosseini (2003) while 
secondary data sources are from dictionary, some books, and websites. The 
fourth is determining of technique of collecting data by reading, taking 
important notes, and drawing conclusion. The last is determining technique of 
analyzing data by focusing on structural elements of the novel and individual 







3  Research Finding 
3.1 Analysis of Structural Elements of the Novel 
3.1.1 Character and Characterization 
3.1.1.1 Major Character  
There are three major characters in this novel. They are Amir, 
Baba, and Hassan. 
3.1.1.1.1 Amir 
Amir is a Pashtun and Sunni Muslim boy. Later, he grows 
as the novel writer. He is the main character and narrator in this 
novel.  
3.1.1.1.2 Baba 
Baba is Amir’s father. He was a single parent until he died. 
His wife, Sofia Akrami, had died because of hemorrhage when 
giving birth to Amir. He was a successful merchant and 
businessman. 
3.1.1.1.3 Hassan 
Hassan was a Hazara, Sunni Muslim, and harelipped boy. 
He was Amir’s loyal servants and playmate. He was expert in 
running the kite and using his slingshot.  
3.1.1.2 Minor Character 
There are twenty two minor characters are found in this novel. 
They are Rahim Khan (Baba’s best friend and business partner in 
Afghanistan), Ali (Hassan’s father), Assef (a psychopath boy when he 
was a kid then he was one of the Taliban members who was a 
pedophile when he was grown up), Sanaubar (Hassan’s mother), 
Sohrab (Hassan’s son who was rescued by Amir from Assef), Soraya 
Taheri (Amir’s wife), General Iqbal Taheri (Soraya’s father), 
Jamila Taheri (Soraya’s mother), Karim (the truck driver of 
refugees), Farid (a truck driver who helped Amir looking for Sohrab), 
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Wahid (Farid’s brother), Zaman (the director of the orphanage in 
Karteh-seh where Sohrab used to live in), Mr. Fayyaz (the hotel 
manager in Islamabad), Raymon Andrews (an employee of American 
embassy in Islamabad), Omar Faisal (an immigration lawyer), Dr. 
Kumar (a plastic surgeon who repaired Hassan’s harelip), Dr. Amani 
(a pulmonologist who checked Baba’s cancer), Dr. Faruqi (a head-
and-neck surgeon who helped Amir after fighting with Assef), Dr. 
Nawaz (a doctor who helped Sohrab after trying to suicide), Sharif 
(Soraya’s uncle who worked at INS), Sofia Akrami (Amir’s died 
mother who was the descendant  of the royal family). 
3.1.2 Setting 
3.1.2.1 Setting of Place 
There are some setting of places in this novel such as at San 
Francisco, Kabul, the servants’ home, Jadeh Maywand, a bowl-shaped hill, 
one of the alley, Jalalabad, Baba’s house, the orphanage in Karteh-Seh, 
Pakistan, Peshawar, Bamiyan, Ghazi Stadium, a big house in Wazir Akbar 
Khan, a hospital in Peshawar, Islamabad, Shah Faisal Mosque, American 
Embassy in Islamabad, a hospital in Islamabad, Fremont (California), San 
Jose, the last is Amir and Soraya’s house. 
3.1.2.2 Setting of Time 
Setting of time in this novel occurs in the year of 1964, 1960s, 
1933, during the school period, July 1973, April 1978 and December 1979, 
winter of 1964, summer of 1976, March 1981, 1980s, summer of 1983, 
summer of 1984, July 1984, May 1985, after New Year’s Day, two days 
later, a month after the wedding, summer of 1988, summer of 1989, a few 
month later, June 2001, a week later, 1986, winter of 1990, the year of 





3.1.2.3 Social Setting 
Social settings in this novel are condition of the Pashtuns and 
Hazaras, Buzkashi (a tournament of chasing a goat carcass), the Kochi (the 
nomads), the kite-fighting tournament, Eid Al-Adha, Eid Al-Fitr, and Nang 
and Namoos (the tenets of the Pashtun men). 
3.1.3 Plot 
The exposition or the beginning in this novel was started on 
December 2001 after he received a call from Rahim Khan at Pakistan. Then, 
he started to tell his past when he lived in Afghanistan with Baba, Hassan, 
Ali, and Rahim Khan. Complication occurred in this novel when Amir as 
the main character experienced both internal and external conflicts. The 
climax of this novel happened when Amir and Sohrab arrived in America 
picked up by Soraya. The resolution in this novel occurred when Amir 
invited Sohrab playing a kite at Lake Elizabeth in Fremont.  
3.1.4 Point of View 
In this novel, Khaled Hosseini uses the first person point of view. He 
uses Amir as the main character of this novel. 
3.1.5 Theme 
The Kite Runner novel generally tells about love, family, betrayal, 
redemption, and loss. However, one of the important themes of this novel is 
family because it tells about single parenthood. 
3.1.6 Style 
3.1.6.1 Grammatical Structure 
Khaled Hosseini as the author of the novel uses standard 
grammatical structure in both narrations and dialogues. 
3.1.6.2 Sentence Construction  
This novel uses both long and short sentences. Usually, long 
sentences are used to describe something and narrate while the short 




Kahled Hosseini has the background of an author of Afghan-
American. In The Kite Runner novel, he often uses Afghan words too in 
which it is like Arabian words. However, it is dominated by English.  
3.1.6.4 Figurative Language 
In this novel, there are found some figurative languages such as 
personification, simile, hyperbole, and metaphor.  
3.2 Analysis of Individual Psychology 
Baba’s character is analyzed by using individual psychological 
approach has some findings. Individual psychological approach consists of 
inferiority feeling and compensation, striving for superiority, creative self, 
social interest, fictional finalism, and style of life. Every basic assumptions 
of individual psychological approach, character of Baba experiences all of 
them. 
3.3 Analysis of Single Parenthood 
Baba had been long left by his died wife. Automatically, he became 
a single parent. There are some challenges must be faced by single parents 
in their own lives. The challenges are economic, social, and personal 
restrain. These challenges are found and faced by Baba’s character too in 
this novel. However, not all of them be burden of Baba’s life because of 
Baba had struggled long before he had become a single parent. Not all of the 
single parents meet some serious problems in their own lives. 
4 CONCLUSION 
The analysis above shows all of the structural elements of The Kite 
Runner novel which consists of character and characterization, setting, plot, 
point of view, theme, and style are connected each other as the unity. All of the 
characters either major or minor in this novel make the story alive. The setting of 
place, time, and social in this novel make the story as if as real for the readers. 
The author shows condition of Afghanistan before and after the occupation of 
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Russia and Taliban, and shows condition of America. So, the unity of the 
structural elements of this novel makes The Kite Runner becomes an interesting 
novel to be read. 
Based on the analysis of individual psychology, Baba experiences the 
inferiority feeling by not believing that Amir his own son if he would not see the 
doctor helping his wife giving birth to Amir directly. Baba undergoes the 
striving for superiority by working hardly. He does not want to use the charity 
money and choose to work at a gas station in Fremont. The creative self which 
done by Baba is so opposite with his ability. However, Baba can manage and be 
successful so people who doubt him change into awing him. In the social 
interest, Baba is a kind person because he often helps people who need his help. 
The fictional finalism experienced by Baba happened when he hopes that Hassan 
was there with him and Amir. The style of life experienced by Baba is Baba 
often hold a party when he lived in Afghanistan. Not all of the single parents 
have some serious problem. It is because of they keep striving to get the better 
life. 
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